


Constructed Response items are open ended, short

answer questions that measure the application level

of cognitive skill and content knowledge.



The test items for the 2010 CRA Pilot Assessment 
were written by Tennessee Teachers.



 In the fall of 2009, forty Tennessee teachers 
attended a workshop and learned how to 
write constructed response items.

 These teachers were given assignments by 
Measurement and worked with the 
Measurement staff to write items.

 In the spring of 2010, forty-eight different 
Tennessee teachers met and reviewed the 
items for content and bias approval.



 The third grade CRA Pilot test will contain two 
sections.  

 The third grade will have a Language Arts 
section and a math section.

 Each section will have a forty-five minute 
time limit.

 In November, twelve different third grade 
forms will be piloted.



 The seventh grade test will contain three 
sections.

 The seventh grade test will have a Language 
Arts, math and science section.

 Each individual section will have a forty-five 
minute time limit.

 In November, twelve different seventh grade 
test forms will be piloted.



 Each section of the CRA Pilot test contains six 
items.

 An item will be identified at the upper left hand 
corner of a page in a bolded fashion:  ITEM 1.

 Each item will contain a different number of 
questions.

 Each item contains a different point value.  The 
highest point value awarded an item is four 
points.



 Each individual item will have a unique rubric.

 All items will be scored using the Holistic 
Scoring Method.

 Measurement Incorporated will score the 
2010 Constructed Response Pilot Test.





 Both the third and seventh grade Language 
Arts sections will contain three reading 
passages.

 Each reading passage will be followed by two 
items.

 The student will respond to a total of six 
items in the Language Arts section.











 To view other released sample CRA items 
please visit our NAEP website at: 
http://www.tennessee.gov/education/assess
ment/NAEP/other.shtml. 

 Please look for the section “NAEP Online Data 
Tools and Sample Questions.”

 Click on the “Sample Question Booklets”.

 This page contains booklets for various 
grades.

http://www.tennessee.gov/education/assessment/NAEP/other.shtml
http://www.tennessee.gov/education/assessment/NAEP/other.shtml


 The Constructed Response Assessment will 
be administered on November 8, 9 and 10 of 
this year.



 Please follow all normal TCAP test security 
procedures.

 A Constructed Response Test Administration 
Manual will be available with test materials.



 A CRA Item Writing Committee Will be held:

October 12, 13, and 14 of 2010.

Third and seventh grade Language Arts teachers are 
needed for all three days.

Third and seventh grade math and science teachers 
are needed for two days.
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